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May 25, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

As we continue to hear news about the shooting that occurred yesterday at a Texas elementary school,
I know school safety is at the forefront of every parent’s mind today. I want to reassure parents that we
take school safety very seriously and update you with more information about our safety protocols.

Expanded police presence on campus
In and around each school building today, we had an Amherst Police officer present. As you know
Amherst Police Officer Mark Bechtel is our School Resource Officer (SRO) who serves the entire
district and is based at the high school. We also have School Liaison Officers (SLO) assigned to our
district through the Amherst Police Department. The SLOs will visit our buildings during their patrol
shifts. Additionally, for the remainder of the school year, we have arranged for an expanded police
presence among our other buildings - Smallwood Drive, Windermere Boulevard and Amherst Middle
School. SRO Bechtel and other officers will also be present at some of our year-end events.

Visitors and monitored building entry
Similar to our visitor protocols during the pandemic, please call ahead so we are aware of your arrival,
unless you are attending a planned building event or have prior approval from your child’s teacher.
During the school day, school doors are locked. Visitors use a single entry point with a buzzer system,
camera and dedicated staff to ask visitors their name and purpose of visit. In addition to our office staff
being able to view the cameras, Amherst Police also has direct access to view all of our cameras.

Comprehensive safety plan
Our district continues to focus on maximizing our comprehensive safety planning, monitoring building
safety protocols and conducting safety lockdown drills so that the students, faculty and staff in all of our
schools are as safe as possible at all times. This is done through a strong partnership with local
emergency services and first responders.

Parent Resources
While we are physically removed from the Texas shooting, this tragedy comes as we are all still trying
to process the events that occurred in Buffalo. Our faculty and our counseling staff are prepared to
support you and your child. Additionally, we share resources from the National Child Traumatic Stress
Network including:

● Talking to children about the shooting
● Psychological impact of a shooting
● Teacher guidelines for helping students after mass violence

https://www.amherstschools.org/Page/8687
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/talking-children-about-shooting
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/psychological-impact-recent-shooting
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/teacher-guidelines-helping-students-after-mass-violence
http://www.amherstschools.org


● Parent guidelines for helping youth after a recent shooting

I will continue to keep you updated with any new information.

Sincerely,

Anthony Panella, Superintendent
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